Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


Reserve 

A289 

Iii8 


UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
LIBRARY 


Hesorve 

BOOK  NUMBER 


A289 

1 118 


A COl'^ARISOIT  OP  COSTS  OP  TRUCKING  AND  TRAILING  LAI®S 


PROLT  SUI^IRR  RANGE  TO  SHIPPING  POINT 


BY 


MONT  H.  SAUNDERSONV  ECONOMIST 


// 


INTERI'IOUNTAIN  PQREST  AND  MGE  ^ERDENT  RATION 

^ 0.  S.  PQREST  SERVICE^  V 


Ea,rly  this  year  a numher  of  questionnaires  were  sent  to  forest  suner- 
visors  of  Region  4 for  obtaining  certain  information  from  range  sheep  opera- 
tors on  comparative  costs  of  trucking  and  trailing  lambs  from  summer  range 
to  shipping  point  in  the  late  summer  and  early  fall  months.  Apcroxiimtely 
50  of  these  were  completed  and  returned  to  the  Regional  office,  and  this 
report  is  a sumjnary  and  analysis  of  this  information. 


Por  nurnose  of  analysis  and  comnarison  these  records  were  sorted 
into  three  groups  as  follows;  (1)  operators  with  a trail  route  requiring 
less  than  5 days;  (2)  operators  with  a trail  route  reqTiiring  from  5 to  10 
days;  and  (S)  operators  with  a trail  route  requiring  more  than  10  days. 
Coraocarative  information  is  presented  for  these  three  groups  of  records  in 
tables  1,  2 and  3. 

Column  1 of  these  tables  shows  the  number  of  ewes  run  by  the  opera- 
tor. Column  2 shows  the  number  of  days  of  trailing  required  to  reach  the 
shipping  point  from  the  summer  range.  Column  3 shows  the  number  of  hours 
required  to  truck  a load  of  lambs  from  summer  range  to  shipping  point. 

Column  4 shows  the  distance  which  the  lambs  were  trucked.  Column  5 shows 
the  advantage  of  trucking  over  trailing  in  shrinkage  per  lam.b.  This  ques- 
tion on  shrink  was  phrased  in  terms  of  the  difference  and  w^e  do  not  have  the 
information  on  total  shrink  for  either  trailing  or  trucking. 

Column  6 shows  the  uercent  of  death  loss  in  lambs  from  trailing.  Col- 
umn 7 shov7s  the  cost  of  extra  feed  and  labor  required  for  trailing  the  lam.bs 
to  shipping  point.  Column  8 shows  the  total  trail  cost  per, lamb  including 
loss  a,nd  shrink.  A value  of  8 cents  a pound  has  been  placed  on  shrink  and 
death  loss.  Column  9 shows  the  trucking  cost  paid  per  lamb.  All  of  these 
operators  hired  their  trucking  done.  Column  10  shows  the  saving  in  cost 
per  lamb  by  trucking.  The  figures  in  this  column  were  derived  by  subtract- 
ing the  figures  in  column  9 from  the  figu-res  in  column  8. 

Column  11  shows  the  operators'  response  to  the  question  "Do  you  re- 
ceive a better  price  for  the  lambs  which  are  trucked  as  a resiilt  of  better 
condition  and  grade  of  the  lambs".  Column  12  shows  the  number  of  years 
wfhich  operator  has  been  tru.cking  his  lambs. 

Forty— four  of  the  50  records  were  complete  enough  to  use  in  this  sum^- 
mary.  Twelve  of  these  are  in  the  first  group,  24  in  the  second  group,  and  8 
in  the  third  group.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  saving  in  cost  per  lamb  by 
trucking  avora.ged  20  cents  for  the  first  group,  30  cents  for  the  second 
group,  and  26  cents  for  the  third  group.  This  means  a saving  in  cost  amount- 
ing to  $200  to  $300  per  thousand  lambs  trucked.  A comparison  of  the  summar- 
ies of  those  three  groups  of  records  shows  the  greatest  advantage  for  the 
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group  with  the  5 to  10-day  trail  distance.  The  figures  on  shrink  sho;y  that 
the  first  groun  uith  an  average  trail  of  4 days  has  a shrinkage  figi.ire  v/hich 
is  not  exceeded  rraterially  hy  the  operations  uith  the  longer  trails,  The 
shrink  for  the  second  grou.p  is  one-half  pound  greater  than  for  the  first 
group  and  is  1 pound  .greater  for  the  third  group  than  for  the  first.  Death 
loss,  hoY/ever,  is  a negligible  factor  for  the  short  trails  and  is  a factor 
of  considerable  irnportance  for  trail,!"  of  5 days  and  longer. 

The  cost  of  added  labor  and  feed  for  trailing  is  snail  for  the  short 
trails  but  becomes  progressively  more  of  a factor.  As  the  tra,il  length 
increc?,ses  it  amounts  to  three  tines  as  much  for  group  3 as  it  does  for 
group  1.  However,  the  trucki.ng  cost  on  the  longer  hauls,  particularly^'  those 
over  100  niles,  increases  ^^ore  rapidly.  Proportionately , than  do  the  trail 
costs.  This  appears  to  be  the  main  roo.s^n  Y/hy  the  sruving  in  cost  is  less 
for  group  3 than  group  2. 

Ho  definite  data  are  available  on  the  'orice  and  quality  adv,antages 
resulting  from  tinicking.  It  vrill  be  noted  that  in  the  first  group  80  per- 
cent of  the  replies  were  to  the  effect  that  better  quality  and  price  were 
an  important  consideration  in  tnacking  instoa,d  of  trailing.  In  the  second, 
group  this  percentage  dr-^ps  to  65  and  in  the  third  group  to  50  percent. 
However,  those  replies  indicate  that  there  is  a material  price  difference 
in  favor  of  trucking,  particul.o/rly  where  the  truck  haul  is  not  unusua.lly 
long. 

A good  many  of  the  records  for  the  longer  hauls  mad.e  reference  to 
bruising  and  shrinkage  of  the  lambs  from  tm.icking.  The  indications  are 
that  the  better  qu.ality  and.  grade  of  the  lambs  v/hich  are  trucked  may/  be  a 
very  ii'portant  consideration  for  the  short  and  intermediate  length  of  hauls. 
There  were  two  or  three  of  the  ou 'st ionnairos  which  indicated  a market  price 
difference  of  25  cents  to  $1.00  per  hundred,  v/ei^-yht  as  a result  of  trucking 
lambs.  This  part  of  the  information  is  too  sketchy  to  show  anything  defin- 
ite, but  it  ind.icates  the  possibility  that  the  quality  and  price  factor 
might  be  greater  than  the  factor  of  saving  of  cost. 

The  quest ionriai re  containe-'’  nuostion  designed  to  bring  out  the 
operator^  opinion  on  Price  advant.a  -e  due  to  ren.ching  the  market  earlier 
in  the  season  as  a result  of  trucking.  Only  one  of  the  operr tors  had  an 
opinion  on  this,  but  it  njiy  bo  a question  of  some  i?nportance  particularly 
for  the  operator  with  a long  trail  in  reaching  the  shipping  point. 
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Table  1 - Sheep  Operators  With  a Trail  of  Less  Than  5 Days 
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Table  2,  - Sheep  operators  with  a trail  of  5 10  days 
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Table  3*  " Sheep  operators  with  a trail  of  more  than  10  days 
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